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NEMA Receives Emergency Supplies From The United States To Tune of $92K 
 
NASSAU, The Bahamas – The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) received an 
assortment of relief supplies from the United States Embassy in Nassau to enable a faster 
response to any disaster and aid in COVID-19 fight. 
 
The supplies, at an estimated cost of $92,000, were presented during a hand-over ceremony at 
NEMA on Gladstone Road on Wednesday, July 22, 2020. 
 
Carl Smith, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Disaster Preparedness, Management and 
Reconstruction under which NEMA falls, was on hand to accept the supplies presented by U.S. 
Embassy Defense Attaché Commander Kevin Self for the U.S. Northern Command. 
 
Mr. Smith thanked the U.S. Government through its embassy for donating the supplies, which 
he said bodes well for the “deep relationship” between both countries.  
 
The United States Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) is one of eleven unified combatant 
commands of the United States Department of Defense. This branch has been a strategic 
partner with NEMA in disaster management for many years. 
 
Mr. Smith noted that an “extremely active” 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season has been forecast. 
Hence, the supplies will enable NEMA to also work in a COVID-19 pandemic environment, 
especially if shelters are activated during a storm. 
The U.S. Northern Command, from local businesses, procured the equipment and supplies to 
support hurricane preparedness and COVID-19 fight, throughout the communities.  
 
The supplies include plastic face shields, safety boots and gloves, spare radio batteries, 
flashlights, butane canisters, portable stoves, and reflective vests.  
 
“It is Important to have supplies on hand because The Bahamas is an archipelagic nation and 
lifesaving support is critical,” Mr. Smith said. He added that the PPE “is very much needed, 
particularly if we have to shelter persons” amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The supplies will be stored in Emergency Relief Warehouses located on Grand Bahama, New 
Providence, and Great Inagua, making it easier for NEMA to access and distribute supplies and 
equipment when a disaster strikes.  



 
 
Director of NEMA Capt Russell noted that over the past years, three warehouses were built in 
strategic locations  “to quickly get to an impacted area instead of moving supplies from New 
Providence to an impacted area.” 
 
Commander Self spoke of the longstanding cooperation between the United States and The 
Bahamas on disaster preparedness, ensuring Mr Smith that, “we stand by you.”  
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Captions:  
(presentation) 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) received an assortment of   relief 
supplies from the United States Embassy in Nassau to enable a faster response to any disaster 
and aid in COVID-19 fight. The supplies, at an estimated cost of $92,000, were presented during 
a hand-over ceremony at NEMA on Gladstone Road on Wednesday, July 22, 2020. Pictured 
from left are U.S. Embassy Nassau Defense Attaché Commander Kevin Self; Carl Smith, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Disaster Preparedness, Management, and Reconstruction; 
Captain Stephen Russell, Director, NEMA; and Gayle Outten-Moncur, Deputy Permanent 
Secretary, NEMA. 
(BIS Photo/Kristaan Ingraham) 
 
(remarks) 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) thanks the United States Embassy in 
Nassau for supplies to enable a faster response to any disaster and aid in COVID-19 fight. The 
supplies, at an estimated cost of $92,000, were presented during a hand-over ceremony at 
NEMA on Gladstone Road on Wednesday, July 22, 2020. Pictured from left are U.S. Embassy 
Nassau Defense Attaché Commander Kevin Self; Carl Smith, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for 
Disaster Preparedness, Management, and Reconstruction; Captain Stephen Russell, Director, 
NEMA; and Gayle Outten-Moncur, Deputy Permanent Secretary, NEMA. 
(BIS Photo/Kristaan Ingraham) 
 
-----------       
 
For further information contact: 
Lindsay Thompson 
Public Information Officer, NEMA 
Mobile: (242) 376-2042 
Email: lindsaythompson@bahamas.gov.bs 
Website: nema.gov.bs      
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